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TOLL   OF   THE   EARTHQUAKE
The most terrible earthquake in recent years occurred in 1923, when
the Japanese cities of Tokyo and Yokohama were almost destroyed and
the killed and missing reached the appalling figure of 142,800. (The total
Japanese casualties in the war with Russia in 1905 were no more than
167,402.) The number of injured was 103,733. Nearly 2,000,000 people
were left homeless by the destruction of over 500,000 houses. The loss
of treasure was estimated at ^550,000,000. In 1915 over 370 towns and
villages were damaged in Central Italy, and some 30,000 lives were
lost. In the south of the country an earthquake in 1908 shook Sicily
and Calabria, almost wiped out Messina and neighbouring towns, killed
77,283 inhabitants and injured 95,000. The coastline was altered by a
tidal wave that rose to a height of forty feet. Two years before, nearly
700 people met violent deaths in San Francisco, U.S.A., by reason of a
similar but less violent shock, which left 200,000 citizens without shelter.
Widespread damage was done by fire.
A catastrophe which filled Europe with dread was that which shook
Lisbon three times on a November day in 1755. The city was virtually
destroyed, and again a huge tidal wave added to the destruction. Those
were not the days of exact statistics, and the figures of the death-roll
are stated at from 30,000 to 60,000. The whole tragic happening was
over in eight minutes. It is estimated that from 1783 to 1857 the kingdom
of Naples suffered the loss of 111,000 subjects, including 12,300 who
perished in the latter year.
THOUSANDS   KILLED   IN   TWO   MINUTES
India has suffered grievously from earth movements. An earthquake
killed 300,000 people in 1737, and in 1935 a disaster in the neighbourhood
of Quetta, Baluchistan, caused a toll estimated at 56,000 killed and
injured. The tragedy occurred at 3 a.m. and lasted for two minutes.
The devastation followed another, less than eighteen months before, in
Bihar, when an area as large as Scotland and with five times its
inhabitants was affected. Twelve towns with populations varying from
10,000 to 60,000 were wrecked, and over 6,000 people killed. An area
of 18,000 square miles was smothered in sand, in some places four feet
in depth. Experts gave it as their opinion that the probable cause was
the thrust of the whole peninsula northwards against the Himalayas.
In the Chinese province of Kansu, an area 100 by 300 miles in extent
suffered catastrophe in 1920. The appearance of many districts was
completely altered. Towns were covered by landslides, rivers were
blocked, and bills slid into valleys. It was estimated that nearly 200,000
people were buried or disappeared. With strange irony, the disaster that
wrought so much havoc saved the province from another misfortune.
At the moment it occurred, a Moslem fanatic and some hundreds of
his followers were in a cave planning a holy war. An avalanche sealed
the mouth and immured them for ever. A sentry who was stationed at
the entrance alone escaped.